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President's Report 

Not long ago, the director of a major 
hospital said "If we are to succeed in 
our work we must clearly define our 
purpose. In fact, we must not only rec- 
ognise our main purpose but every- 
thing we do must be in accordance 
with this purpose. Let's not go off on 
tangents." The ACO has clearly de- 
fined its purpose. If members across 
the province, members of every age 
and background, were asked "What is 
the purpose (mission statement, aim) 
of the ACO?" they would probably an- 
swer with one voice "The purpose of 
the ACO is to preserve the best exam- 
ples of the architecture of the province 
and to protect its places of natural 
beauty." Some would add "Of course, 
the first part takes precedence over the 
second part", and others would com- 
ment "We are often more concerned 
with conserving buildings than pre- 
serving them". Despite these qualifica- 
tions the ACO does have a clearly de- 
fined purpose. Our troubles start 
when we fail to check that all our ac- 
tivities at both the branch level and the 
provincial level are in accordance with 
this purpose. They multiply when we 
fail to plan, or a shortage of money or 
manpower prevents us from carrying 
out our plans. The conference in Brant- 
ford on vernacular architecture forced 
may of us to reconsider our definition 
of a significant building. The 1993 con- 
ference in Port Hope will challenge us 
again because it will look at buildings 
not as individual structures but in 
their context. 

In early November, we heard that 
our application for a grant from the 
Ministry of Culture and Communica- 
tions to support the Port Hope confer- 
ence has been approved: the project 
can now go ahead. Other projects - in- 
cluding the publication of papers from 
the Brantford conference, finishing the 
interior of the Skinner/Jackson house 
and furnishing it, and publishing a 
book inspired by Eric Arthur's photo- 
graphs - depend largely on fund rais- 
ing by the organisation. Various fund 
raising events are planned for 1993, 
but to emphasise that we need funds 
now, the appeal which appeared in 
the last issue of ACORN is repeated in 
a slightly different form. 

I wish every member and our or- 
ganisation a very happy and success- 
ful^. 

Julia Beck. 



Editorial 

Embro is a little gem tucked into Ox- 
ford County near Woodstock. It will 
be explored in more detail in a later is- 
sue of ACORN. The town has a fine 
Town Hall that has recently been re- 
stored. Some interior work still needs 
to be finished. The citizens of Embro 
and surrounding areas should be very 
proud of themselves for taking on the 
project. Restoration is never easy and 
never inexpensive. At times it can be a 
daunting task. However, the people 
got together and made a plan, re- 
ceived some grants and went ahead 
with the work. We, who visited the 
hall, see the results of all this effort 
and perhaps don't realize what a big 
undertaking it is. 

A project such as this can galvanize 
a whole community into action. When 
the job is done there is a tremendous 
sense of pride among all the partici- 
pants. The whole town benefits in 
many ways from having the will and 
the courage to take on the task. 

Those of us living in larger centres 
envy small towns. We have much 
more difficulty in getting enough peo- 
ple together to take pride in their 
buildings and take on such a project. 
Many times this task falls to the local 
branch of the ACO, who is sometimes 
seen as a special interest group rock- 
ing the boat again. However, we must 
keep at it. Heritage buildings would 
not fair as well is we were not there to 
watch over them and act when neces- 
sary. We have may reasons to be 
proud of ourselves. We have accom- 
plished a lot in 60 years. 

Have a happy holiday and a good 
1993. 

Council News 

RESERVE THESE DATES 

April 23 to 25, for two important back- 
to-back ACO events. A.K. Sculthorpe 
and her committee are mustering the 
well-known resources of Port Hope 
Branch to host our (second) annual 
conference on Friday April 23 and Sat- 
urday April 24. The conference theme 
is "From the Ground Up: Conserving 
Ontario's 19th Century Towns and 
Neighbourhoods." Our President was 
able to secure the financial assistance 
of the Ministry of Culture and Com- 
munications, and Senior Vice- 
President Alec Keefer is arranging the 



programme. Dovetailing with the con- 
ference will be our traditional AGM 
activities, beginning at 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. Detailed information to fol- 
low. 

CAMDEN EAST 

We now have a carpenter-in-residence 
at the Skinner-Jackson House. Our ten- 
ant Randy Rhem will be there until 
June, sanding floors and fitting kitch- 
en cabinets to ready the house for its 
next phase - maybe as a Heritage Holi- 
day Cottage? Randy's skills will save 
us a bundle, but we still have to pay 
for materials. Council has agreed to 
target all fund-raising for the rest of 
1992 towards completion of the 
house.. Contributions, however small, 
are being sought from individual 
members and branches. 

HIDDEN TREASURES 

The treasures are historic buildings 
not normally open for public viewing. 
The treasure hunt is in the form of 
three-day weekend bus tours along 
Ontario's scenic historic routes. So far, 
two tours have been arranged - a June 
4-6 drive along Hwy. 3 which runs 
through Windsor and St. Thomas, 
ending in London for lunch and the 
annual Geranium Walk House tour; 
and, on Labour Day weekend, a cruise 
down Hwy. 2 from Brockville to Belle- 
ville. Hidden Treasures is part of our 
60th Anniversary celebrations in 1993. 

RECENT MEETINGS 

ACO Executive meets on the second 
Saturday of every month at 10 am at 
the Ontario Heritage Centre in Toron- 
to. Full Council meets four times a 
year. These meetings are open to all 
members - check with your branch for 
schedules. The Programme Develop- 
ment Committee, which generates ide- 
as for many Council initiatives, held 
their fall meeting recently with 60th 
Anniversary plans and the 1993 con- 
ference high on the agenda. The 
branch presidents are holding a sec- 
ond meeting for 1992 at the end of No- 
vember. The yearly Presidents' Meet- 
ing held in conjunction with the AGM 
has proven to be so useful it was de- 
cided to do it more often. 

Margaret Goodbody 
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Fund Raising Appeal 




Skinner/fackson House, Camden East 



We thank members who have donated to this appeal, but we still need $5,00 
to finish the interior of the cottage. 



Remember - this was the only fund raising appeal the ACO made in 1992. 

Remember: 

• $12.00 will buy 1 quart of paint 

• $30.00 will buy 1 square yard of vinyl flooring 

• If every member gave $10.00 we would raise $17,000 

• All donations are tax deductible 



Send your donation marked Camden East to: 

The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario 
10 Adelaide Street East, Suite 204 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J3 



Thank you, 
Provincial Council, ACO 



2 



1993 Annual First Notice and Stencil and Stone 



General Meeting 

Plans are well in advance for the An- 
nual Meeting, the 60th anniversary of 
the founding of the ACO. A.K. Scul- 
thorpe is coordinating this special 
event in Port Hope. 

Friday, April 23: 

President's Meeting and Advisory 
Board Dinner at A.K. Sculthorpe f s 
House. 

Opening Reception: Location to be 

confirmed. 

Saturday, April 24: 

11 am - 12 noon: Registration St. John 

Parish Hall 

Lunch on your own 
1:30 pm: Walking Tour of Port Hope 
4:00 pm: Tour of Capital Theatre 
6:00 pm: Happy Hour at Trinity Col- 
lege School in Foyer outside 

Osier Hall 
7:00 pm: Dinner and Speaker at Osier 

Hall. Cost $20.00 per person. 
Sunday, April 25: 
9:30 am: Annual General Meeting 

Baterwood Badminton House 
10:15: Branch Reports 
12:00-1:30 pm: Lunch served by ACO 

members 

1:30: Bus Tour of Hope Township 
to "Parkwood" (home of Col. 
Sam McLaughlin) in Oshawa. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Port Hope members will offer Bed and 
Breakfast in their heritage homes at 
$25.00 per person. Other accommoda- 
tions will be listed in the next 
ACORN. 

Mark your calendar for April 23, 24, 
25, 1993. All details and registration 
forms will be in the next issue of 
ACORN. Come celebrate 60 years of 
ACO. 



Call for Papers for 
a Conference: 

FROM THE GROUND UP: 
CONSERVING 
ONTARIO'S 19TH 
CENTURY TOWNS & 
NEIGHBOURHOODS 



To be held at Port Hope, Ont. 
Friday, April 23, and Saturday, 
April 24, 1993. 

SESSION 1: INTENSIFICATION OF 
LAND USE (through retrofit & infill) 
to include: INFILL (the self-conscious, 
the anonymous, that which mimics, 
those that are hidden); AN APART- 
MENT IN EVERY HOUSE?; HIS- 
TORIC PRECEDENTS. 

SESSION 2: USING WELL THE 
SPACE THATS LEFT (after we inten- 
sify) to include: THE IMPORTANCE 
OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PARKS (re- 
inforcing local character through land- 
scaping); THE PROBLEM OF 
PARKED CARS (on the street, on the 
boulevard, the creation of lanes or 
lots); THE ROLE OF MUNICIPAL 
REGULATIONS. 

Write: "FROM THE GROUND UP" 
ACO, Suite 204 
10 Adelaide St. E. 
Toronto, Ont. M5C 1J3 

Organized by the Architectural Con- 
servancy of Ontario, on the occasion of 
its 60th Anniversary. 

"77ie assistance of the Government of 
Ontario, through the Ministry of Culture and 
Communications, is acknowledged." 



House Tour 

On Saturday October 17th, the Oxford 
Branch of the Architectural Conser- 
vancy of Ontario was joined by the 
North Waterloo and London Branch 
for a tour of two towns and stone 
houses in North Oxford. The tour be- 
gan in the 1892 Embro Town Hall. 
This building was designed by Mr. 
Cuthbertson of Woodstock with con- 
tractors J.L. Youngs of Stratford, E.A. 
Cawsey of St. Mary's, and stone ma- 
son Andrew Bain. On Labour Day 
Weekend, the town of Embro held a 
birthday party for the hall with a va- 
riety show, market, book sale, display, 
historic council meeting, historic fash- 
ion show, dinner and dance, and a 
joint church service. The event was a 
roaring success with proceeds to go to- 
wards further restoration of this build- 
ing. The Township of Zorra, after 
strong community pressure, began 
work in spring 1992 to upgrade the 
heating and electrical work, insulate 
exterior walls, repair trim, and install 
interior storm windows. Before this 
work commenced, paint testing of the 
upper hall revealed original stencil- 
ling. Sampling has allowed the replica- 
tion of the wainscotting and cornice 
stencil. The Township of Zorra have 
agreed to restore the interior decora- 
tion of the Hall to its original appear- 
ance with the application of original 
paint colours and stencils. Of most in- 
terest was the discovery of a painted 
proscenium, with one two foot section 
untouched. In early April 1993, the 
Embro Town Hall will host "Carne- 
gie's Daughter: The Cassie Chadwick 
Story". All proceeds from this produc- 
tion will go towards the cost of the 
replication of the original proscenium 
and further restoration of the hall. 
Funding for this project has been pro- 
vided by the Reflection '92 program of 
the Ministry of Culture and Commu- 
nications. 

WALKING TOUR OF EMBRO 

Our tour leader, Sheila Johnson, then 
took us on a walk through part of Em- 
bro. We did not have time to see all of 
the town, but Embro has some fine ar- 
chitecture and in a future issue of 
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Tousaw House 
Bob Roivcll 

ACORN there will be a feature article 
on the buildings of Embro. 

TOUSAW HOUSE 

The bus then proceeded on a short 
drive through the country to the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Tousaw. The house, 
built by Scottish stone masons in 1885, 
is constructed of cut granite fieldstone. 
It commands an imposing site on a hill 
overlooking the countryside. It is a 
handsome structure with stone quoins 
and lintels. A projecting centre bay has 
a round window in the peak as well as 
ornate woodwork in the gable. The 
vaulted porch is supported by wooden 
columns. This porch is not original to 
the house. The attractive front door 
with side lights and transom leads 
into a generous front hall with the liv- 
ing room to the left. The master bed- 
room is on the right and the kitchen is 
in a stone tail attached to the rear of 
the main block. To the right of the 
kitchen is an enclosed sunporch that 
offers a wonderful view of the sur- 
rounding farmland. 

TAVISTOCK 

The tour then journeyed to Tavistock 
for lunch at Quales. Bill Gladding of 
the East-Zorra LACAC provided the 
group with a walking tour map and 
history of Tavistock. A shortage of 
time prevented us from doing justice 
to this tour and many of us planned to 
return in the Spring and explore Ta- 
vistock. 



The bus then proceeded to Corner- 
stone Books. A store filled with new 
and used books, many of them on ar- 
chitecture and antiques. A number of 
the group went home with some 
books that you do not find in the regu- 
lar outlets. 

DANEN STONE HOUSE 

A short ride brought us to the Danen 
House, owned by Ted and Diane Da- 
nen. This is a Germanic fieldstoe farm- 
house built about 1857. It is a two sto- 
rey five bay house with two part 
windows, a change from the original 
small paned casement windows. The 



tail houses the country kitchen that 
Ted and Diane have renovated. They 
have done a lot of work on the house 
and the portion that is finished has 
been very well done. The home retains 
original trim, woodwork and stairs 
and most remarkably original stencil- 
ling, that possibly dates to the 1880s. It 
is a vibrant intricate stencil that covers 
the walls and ceiling of the left front 
room. Some bedrooms also had some 
of the same type of stencilling but not 
an all over treatment as in the front 
room. The walls of the stencilled room 
are a medium olive green with a red- 
dish brown stencil. This was clearly 
the work of an itinerant stenciller, for 
several of the houses in this area con- 
tain stencilled rooms. 

The bus then returned to Embro. All 
members and guests of the three 
branches were very grateful to Sheila 
Johnson of Heritage Oxford for orga- 
nizing a most enjoyable day. 

Sheila Johnson 
Ed Bennett 
Marg Roivell 




Danen House 

Bob Roivell 
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Branch Reports 

Port Hope 

ANNUAL HOUSE TOUR 

This year the Port Hope ACO Annual 
House Tour was an unqualified suc- 
cess. The celebration of Hope Town- 
ship's Bicentennial gave us our theme. 
With 3 beautiful houses, and St. Paul's 
Perrytown Church and Fudge's Mill 
on tour in the Township, all we need- 
ed was a beautiful fall day to compli- 
ment the buildings. Well, it was the 
most beautiful day in recent memory. 
Everyone who participated on the 
Tour loved the drive in Hope Town- 
ship. Many people come from outside 
this area and never had the experience 
of driving on the backroads of Hope. I 
had the opportunity to talk to many of 
our "guests", and despite the dust on 
the roads, they all enjoyed the splen- 
dor of the hills accented with the crim- 
son colours of the maples. 

Fudge's Mill was an absolute must 
see. When I first pulled up to the Mill, 
I immediately was taken back to my 
childhood in rural Ontario. How often 
do you get to see a Mill perched on a 
single lane road and the mill pond im- 
mediately on the other side? This is a 
working Mill and I urge you to go 
back and visit Bob Fudge on a Satur- 
day when he is grinding grain. 

St. Paul's had the best view in the 
county that day and a wonderful 
luncheon to aid in the restoration of 
that building. 

The Currelly House, The Mill House 
(in Canton) and the Kenton House 
completed the Tour in the Township. 
Each house is beautifully situated on 
their properties and offered a visual 
feat for the architectural eye. 

Back in Port Hope we started the 
Tour with the Memorial Bandshell in 
Memorial Park. Now fully restored 
(an ACO sponsored project) and relo- 
cated, we were pleased to offer this on 
tour to our patrons. St. Mark's Church 
served muffins and coffee from the 
Memorial Bandshell to aid in the fund- 
ing of the restoration of their Church. 

In Port Hope there was a variety of 
5 houses on tour including the home 
of Andrew Posa and Pat Mearns at 50 



King St., and the Herriman/ Brown 
house on John St. Dr. Herriman was in 
the first graduating class in medicine 
at Queen's University. 

As well, everyone was delighted 
with Homewood, the home of Peter 
Brown. Built at the turn of the century, 
this building was originally frame but 
was stuccoed in the 1920s. Peter last 
year allowed the grounds of Home- 
wood to be on the Garden Tour for 
ACO and we are indebted to him 
again this year for generously opening 
his home for our cause. 

Also in Port Hope the Proctor 
House on Wellington Street was on 
tour, where everyone had to stop to 
look and see the name "T or J BLETH- 
ER 1858" scratched in the sidelight. 

Everyone was anxious to see the 
house of Tom Cruickshank (a well- 
known magazine editor), in the Bil- 
liard House, Penryn Park. They were 
not disappointed, built in 1900 the de- 
sign for this building was taken from 
the Big House across the road. The 
main floor was a billiard room at the 
far end is a brick fireplace, with a tint- 
ed photo on glass lighted from the out- 
side, the chimney flue splits around 
the tinted glass photo. 

Tour Headquarters were at the 
Town Hall, where a display by the 
East Durham Historical Scoeity had 
been set up. Hope Township LACAC 
had 2 excellent educational displays. 
One was a series of posters titled "The 
Windows of Hope", each showing an 
example of a window pattern, i.e. 6 
over 6, 12 or 12, or 20 over 20. As well 
Hope Township LACAC had an excel- 
lent audio visual display on the histo- 
ry of Hope Township. 

Finally at the Town Hall the ACO 
again had a display from Tom Long's 
and the Long Family Photo Collection. 
It is with great sadness the I must tell 
you that Tom Long passed away on 
Thursday, October 15, 1992. Just 2 
weeks following the Tour. Mr. Long 
was a great friend of Port Hope and 
the Port Hope Branch of the ACO. His 
photo collection was an invaluable re- 
source for the ACO and the Port Hope 
LACAC in documenting buildings for 
restoration. 

Amy Quinn 
House Tour Chair 



1992 HERITAGE FUND RECIPIENTS 

Two projects were chosen as the 1992 
Port Hope ACO Heritage Fund Recip- 
ients. They were 92 King St., and the 
Bluestone. 

The Bluestone restoration included 
hammer-dressed stone steps, replac- 
ing concrete 20th century make-do 
steps (which engulfed the original de- 
teriorated stone steps). The restoration 
of the wooden columns of the portico 
took place at the same time. The resto- 
ration of the steps represents another 
important period details which is once 
again gracing this fantastic early Port 
Hope home. 

92 King Street (just around the cor- 
ner from the Bluestone) is an imposing 
brick town house which received re- 
placement 6 over 6 sash with the help 
of the Heritage Fund. Soffits and fascia 
were restored as well. The whole front 
entry way was refastened, stripped 
and repainted. This Georgian style 
1840s town house now becomes an as- 
set and focal point to Port Hope's of- 
ten viewed King Street. 



Lee Caswell 




92 King Street, Port Hope 

Lee Caswell 

RESTORATIONS ABOUT TOWN 

166 Dorset St. W. 

Restoration of the lovely Regency 
Cottage cl860 is now complete. Exteri- 
or work includes brickwork, porch 
restoration, door and window restora- 
tion as well as new paint. The interior 
had suffered many alterations over the 
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years. Present work has returned this 
home to its elegant straight-forward 
roots. 




59 King Street, Port Hope 

Lee Caswell 

59 King Street: 

An intensive restoration of the man- 
sard roof structure and elaborate win- 
dow trim was completed. New cedar 
shingles were put on. It was a job well 
done. 



Brant County 

NEW BRANCH OFFICERS 

Bill Darfler was elected president of 
the Brant County Branch on October 
19th. For a couple of years, Bill has 
been one of the ACO representatives 
on the Brantford Heritage Committee 
(LAC AC). At the same meeting, Anne 
Westaway, Chair of the B.H.C., was 
elected as one of the Branch Council- 
lors. Some other members of the Heri- 
tage Committee have recently become 
members of the ACO. Because of these 
elections, it is hoped that activities of 
the two groups will now be more 
closely coordinated than previously. 

Bill made a presentation to City 
Council shortly after his election. It is 
mandatory to get a bit of background 
to the topic of the presentation. It was 
recently brought to the attention of the 
Brantford Heritage Committee that 



there were several potential work or- 
ders against a house in the downtown 
area, on Nelson Street, between Char- 
lotte and Clarence. 

The house is one of about half a doz- 
en nearly identical quasi Queen Anne 
Revival houses built around the turn 
of the century. These houses were not 
great architecture, but they did form 
part of an attractive and comfortable 
neighbourhood. One of the houses is 
still standing and in reasonably good 
condition. Another is the subject of 
these words. The rest have disap- 
peared, to be replaced by the ubiqui- 
tous lots. 

Bill's presentation to Council was on 
this process. He pointed out that pri- 
vate developers take over the function 
of urban planning because of their ag- 
gresiveness and because of the City's 
negligence. Developers gradually ac- 
quire properties in a location that has 
potential for high density develop- 
ment, commercial or residential. Then 
by deferred maintenance, the build- 
ings, one by one, approach the state of 
dereliction. The City becomes alarmed 
because of the condition and is thus 
amenable to issuing demolition per- 
mits. After a reasonable period, the de- 
veloper presents to the municipality a 
plan for redevelopment, with only a 



couple of buildings standing in the 
way. The upshot of all this is that ur- 
ban planning is being done by the de- 
veloper by setting up a series of cir- 
cumstances to each of which the City 
accedes, with the result that the devel- 
oper's plan is successful. 

By outlining this procedure, Bill was 
able to show his grasp of the way that 
municipalities are manipulated by de- 
velopers, while at the same time, he 
avoided taking a confrontational ap- 
proach over a particular building 
whose importance is not in the top cat- 
egory. 

Michael Kcefc 

Heritage Cambridge 

THE OLD G ALT HOSPITAL 
(EVENTIDE HOME) 

ONE OF THE LAST OF THE PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS OF LATE 19TH CENTURY CALT 
TO BE DEMOLISHED BY SALVATION ARMY 

Heritage Cambridge is continuing its 
efforts to try to save the Old Gait Hos- 
pital. But LACAC by voting not to 
designate the hospital has pulled the 
rug out from under us and left us with 
almost no maneuvering room. Our 
board member Fred McGarry, speak- 
ing on behalf of Heritage Cambridge 
at the LACAC meeting, made a most 
eloquent plea for designation. He 
pointed out that the old hospital met 
LACAC's own criteria for designation 
both historically and architecturally 
and therefore under the Ontario Heri- 
tage act should be designated. Howev- 
er, LACAC reversed their previous de- 
cision and voted 4 to 3 against 
designation with the deciding vote be- 
ing cast by LACAC chair Terry Gallla- 
more. 

Prior to this meeting HC chair Lyn- 
da Schneider had attended two meet- 
ings with the Salvation Army, LA- 
CAC, and City Planners (one meeting 
on site) in an effort to save the build- 
ing. At the time the Salvation Army 
complained that they were unable to 
secure the building and it was a dan- 
ger to the vandals who invaded it. 
Their efforts to secure the building 
were half hearted to say the least. The 
basement windows had plywood par- 
tially covering them. Some second 
floor openings were completely open 
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and were left this way for long periods 
of time. 

The HC board offered to take re- 
sponsibility for securing the building 
by cement blocking all basement, first 
storey, and second storey openings, 
and to pay for public liability insu- 
rance. The Salvation Army's reply to 
this was that they "will not entertain 
any proposals respecting securing the 
building. ...If however, (prior to sign- 
ing demolition contract)... you are able 
to present to us an acceptable uncondi- 
tional agreement to purchase the sub- 
ject property we would be most happy 
to entertain the same". 

At this point the Heritage Cam- 
bridge Board has retained a lawyer to 
see what legal options are open to us 
to try and prevent its destruction. 

Hugh Thompson has been commis- 
sioned by Heritage Cambridge to pre- 
pare a rendering of the Old Gait Hos- 
pital depicting it in its original 
condition. We hope to add this to our 
collection of drawings of Cambridge 
buildings and sell reproductions of it 
in the future. 




HOSPITAL DEMOLISHED 

We learned on Saturday, Decembr 5, 
1992 that Heritage Cambridge had 
been denied a 10-day injunction in a 
Kitchener courtroom, that would have 
prevented the Salvation Army from 
demolishing the building for a little 
while, until, hopefully, another solu- 
tion could be found. 

"In addition to the injunction, Heri- 
tage Cambridge asked the court for a 
judicial review of the process the city's 
local architectural conservation advi- 
sory committee used to decide not to 
temporarily protect the building by 
giving it a heritage designation." 

"The court rejected the review and, 
at the conclusion of the hearing, or- 
dered Heritage Cambridge to immedi- 
ately pay the Salvation Army's client- 
solicitor costs of $3,500." i 

On Saturday morning, December 5, 
the Salvation Army had the building 
demolished. It took just three hours to 
destroy the 102 year old structure. 
None of the 20,000 square feet of red 
oak flooring, gingerbread brackets or 
original glass was salvaged. 

1 From the K-W Record, Monday, December 7, 1992 

Heritage Oxford 

DESIGNATION OF PERRY STREET 
FIRE HALL 

In November 1992, the Perry Street 
firehall was designated a heritage site 
under the provincial Heritage Act by 
the Woodstock LACAC. 

WOODSTOCK MARKET NEWS 

Pro Urban Developments Ltd., were 
allowed a third extension by Wood- 
stock City Council to give this Bramp- 
ton company additional time to secure 
tenants. City Council will proceed 
with a new roof for the building, 
which will include replacing several of 
the original skylights and clerestory 
windows. Pro Urban will reimburse 
the city for roof construction costs. 



Old Gait Hospital demolished. 

Peter Lee, K-W Record staff 

Used with permission of the K-W Record. 



DR. LEVI H. PERRY HOUSE 1819 

The current owner of the "House in 
the Valley" has been busy completing 
a number of repairs. One Friday, No- 
vember 13th, the executive of the Ox- 



ford Branch ACO had the privilege of 
touring the Dr. Levi H. Perry house 
with the current owner Mr. Judickas. 
The roof has been shingled and the 
structure repaired, a fireplace has been 
built into the first floor with new 
chimneys, the rafters have been re- 
paired, a new washroom has been in- 
stalled with all new plumbing, the 
flooring in the living room has been 
replaced, most of the wiring has been 
replaced, new drywall and insulation 
has been installed where required, 
trim has been replaced where re- 
quired, the exterior siding has been re- 
placed as required, and painted. Much 
of this work is in keeping with the re- 
port on the property completed by An- 
thony Butler, Architect, in 1989. 

WALKING TOURS 

The Woodstock Museum and Local 
History Department of the Woodstock 
Public Library is working not only to 
reprint the Vansittart Ave and 10 His- 
toric Public Buildings walking tours, 
but to complete the next two addi- 
tions, A Stroll Down Light Street, and 
Temples of Heritage, a driving tour of 
historic Churches in Woodstock. All 
brochures available this Spring. 



London Region 

EAST WOODFIELD - LONDON'S HRST 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

London City Council on November 2, 
1992 approved that city's first heritage 
conservation district in the East Wood- 
field area. Ontario Municipal Board 
approval is still required. The district 
is in the eastern part of the residential 
neighbourhood located north and east 
of Downtown London. It includes 
most of the area bounded by Queens 
Avenue, Maitland Street, Central Ave- 
nue, William Street, Princess Avenue 
and Adelaide Street. One hundred and 
sixty eight properties are included, 
twelve of which were previously des- 
ignated individually. The area is char- 
acterized by late 19th century houses 
of local buff brick in Italinate, High 
Victoria, Queen Anne and Vernacular 
styles. The houses were first construct- 
ed for the families of London's indus- 
trialists, bankers, merchants and 
tradesmen. 
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462-466 Dufferin Ave. c 1888-1890 

"Fitzgerald Corners" location of a family grocery store for over thirty years. 



Howard Pulver 

Neighbourhood property owners 
were solidly behind the establishment 
of the heritage conservation district af- 
ter many years of effort by the Wood- 
field Community Association. The 
area has seen a renaissance from the 
1970s when few families chose to live 
in this central city neighbourhood and 
many of the house had been changed 
into small apartments or rooming 
houses. Today, it is a desirable resi- 
dential neighbourhood where many 
owner occupants have been undertak- 
ing restoration projects. The conserva- 
tion district designation will assist in 
stabilizing the area and in protecting it 
from inappropriate change. Consider- 
ation is being given to identifying the 
area by the installation of unique 
street signs. 

GROSVENOR LODGE BECOMES THE 
LONDON REGIONAL RESOURCE 
CENTRE FOR HERITAGE AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

The historic 1853 Tudor Revival estate 
of Samuel Peters, "Grosvenor Lodge" 
on Western Road in London, became 
the London Regional Resource Centre 
for Heritage and the Environment and 
a home for ten different volunteer 
groups on June 24, 1992. 

Samuel Peters, a surveyor, landown- 
er and businessman in the area west of 
the Blackfriars Bridge, had the house 
designed by Samuel Peters Jr., his 
nephew who was also London's first 
city engineer. The property was 



owned and lived in by his descen- 
dants until 1972 when it was pur- 
chased by the University of Western 
Ontario. The London Historical Mu- 
seums took over the house in 1981 and 
operated it as a museum until 1990. 
They found that the layout posed 
problems for setting up museum dis- 
plays and that the location away from 
downtown London caused difficulties 
in attracting reasonable attendance. 



Used as the site of "Interiors" the 
annual interior design showcase fund 
raiser for Orchestra London in 1990, 
subsequently the building was vacant. 
The City solicited proposals from the 
community to make an appropriate 
use for this designated property. 

A number of proposals were re- 
ceived including proposals for a mu- 
seum operated by a volunteer commit- 
tee, a centre devoted to the history of 
the Donnelly Family of Lucan, a birth- 
ing centre, a staff development centre 
for a number of public bodies and an 
AIDS hospice. 

The AIDS hospice group had a well 
developed proposal which was well 
received by London City Council. 
Some heritage group members had 
concerns about the physical modifica- 
tions which might be required and the 
possible negative public perception 
which might be associated with this 
use which could threaten the long 
term preservation of the building. 

A group of citizens involved with 
ten heritage and environmental 
groups got together to develop their 
own proposal. Those actively involved 
included Wil Harlock of the Wood- 
field Community Association, who be- 
came the coordinator, Michael Baker - 




Grosvenor Lodge, 1017 Western Road, London. 1853. 

London Regional Resource Centre for Heritage and the Environment. 

City of London 
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Chair of the London Region Branch of 
the Architectural Conservancy of On- 
tario, and Kim Pratt - Chair of the Lon- 
don Local Architectural Conservation 
Advisory Committee. They developed 
an ambitious proposal to appropriate- 
ly conserve the estate house and coach 
house while using the space for a com- 
bination of office space, meeting 
rooms, exhibits, public workshops, re- 
tail space and research facility to cater 
to all of the groups involved. The Her- 
itage London Foundation, which oper- 
ated the Elsie Perrin Williams estate as 
a reception facility, was the sponsor. 
The proposal was supported by City 
Council and approved on March 2, 
1992. 

The centre is now in operation and a 
number of projects are underway with 
the assistance of staff and students 
from programs at the University of 
Western Ontario and Fanshawe Col- 
lege. These include the establishment 
of an environmental data base, cata- 
loguing the library materials which 
have been obtained, looking at options 
for the adjacent open space areas and 
developing a strategic plan for the op- 
eration of the centre. Future plans for 
the centre include the establishment of 
a library resource centre, setting up a 
retail sales area and increasing com- 
munity awareness of the centre. The 
events which have been planned for 
Heritage Week should help to spread 
the word. 

HERITAGE WEEK 

Grosvenor Lodge, London Central 
Public Library, the London Regional 
Art Gallery and the Elsie Perrin Wil- 
liams Estate are all being used for a 
week long schedule of events. Those 
which have been confirmed are: 
Saturday February 13, 1993: 
Heritage Fair, Central Public Library; 
Sunday February 14, 1993: 
Grosvenor Lodge Open House Dis- 
plays and Heritage Activities; 
Tuesday, February 18, 1993: 
Joint Meeting of Architectural Conser- 
vancy and London and Middlesex 
Historical Society at Grosvenor Lodge; 
Dr. L. Distefano and M. Baker speak- 
ing on Grosvenor Lodge and the Pe- 
ters legacy; 

Thursday, February 18, 1993: 

Ontario Archaeological Society at 

Grosvenor Lodge; Ron Williamson 



speaking on Snake Hill; 
Friday, February 19, 1993: 
Dorothy Duncan speaking on Con- 
suming Passions, London Regional 
Art Gallery; 

Sunday, February 21, 1993: 
Pauline Hancock speaking on Heri- 
tage gardens; Elsie Perrin Williams Es- 
tate; Heritage London Foundation An- 
nual Meeting. 

Additional information on any of 
these events can be obtained from the 
staff at Grosvenor Lodge. The tele- 
phone number is (519) 645-2845. 

Howard Puiver 



Huron County 



THE MENESETUNG BRIDGE ON THE 
TIGER DUNLOP HERITAGE TRAIL 

It was three years ago that CPR con- 
tractors closed in on Goderich to begin 
the demolition of the abandoned 
Goderich-to-Guelph rail line. The 
tracks and ties were torn up during 
the summer of 1989. The smaller of 
two bridges in Goderich was demol- 
ished late that same year. The formida- 
ble 700 foot long bridge spanning the 
Maitland River was scheduled for 
demolition in January 1990. This 
bridge, which has become known as 
the Menesetung Bridge, was saved 
from destruction and has been given a 
new and exciting life. 



the two communities. Construction of 
the Menesetung Bridge started April 
1906. At the time of its construction, it 
was the longest rail bridge in Ontario. 
The first fully operational passenger 
and freight service commenced in the 
summer of 1907. Regular service con- 
tinued on the line up to the late 1970s. 
The last steam locomotive passed over 
the bridge in 1977 and the last diesel 
locomotive crossed the bridge on De- 
cember 1988. The rail line between 
Guelph and Goderich was abandoned 
by CPR in March 1987. 

When word of the pending fate of 
the bridge spread around the commu- 
nity a small group of concerned citi- 
zens emerged to lobby for the preser- 
vation of the structure. The group 
adopted the name "Friends of the 
Bridge Committee". The Committee 
members argued that the preservation 
and conversion of the bridge was an 
investment in the future of our com- 
munity. The only other bridge at the 
north end of the town is an extremely 
busy highway traffic bridge which is 
hostile to, and potentially dangerous 
for, pedestrian traffic. The old bridge 
converted represented a safe, scenic, 
and accessible link across the river val- 
ley. It was an opportunity to capitalize 
on the reuse of an existing structure 
while at the same time respecting a 
part of our local heritage. 

In the last few weeks of 1989, while 
still in its infancy, the Committee was 
successful in soliciting the moral and 




The Menesetung Bridge 

From 1905 to 1907 the Guelph and 
Goderich Rail Company constructed 
132 kilometres of rails line between 



financial support of several of the local 
service clubs. In cooperation with the 
Town of Goderich, the Committee was 
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able to raise $5000 to buy a six month 
reprieve from the demolition contrac- 
tor. To actually save the bridge, an- 
other $13,000 was required by July 
1990. 

The momentum surrounding the ef- 
forts of the Friends of the Bridge Com- 
mittee built steadily following this ini- 
tial success. Recognizing that the 
project was a long term commitment, 
the Committee reformed itself into a 
registered charitable corporation enti- 
tled Menesetung Bridge Association 
Incorporated. The Board of Directors 
began the task of outlining a master 
plan to redevelop the bridge and the 
abandoned rail bed into a linear park. 
Goderich is already blessed with a se- 
ries of lake front boardwalks and trails 
and it seemed natural that the old rail 
bed be considered an extension of the 
existing recreational system. The 
bridge would then provide a direct 
link between the town and the Tiger 
Dunlop Tomb and the British Com- 
monwealth Air training Site at the air- 
port. (Dr. William Tiger' Dunlop 
(1792-1848) was a physician, author, 
woodsman, soldier, politician, and rac- 
onteur. As "Warden of the Forests" for 
the Canada Company, he assisted 
John Gait in opening up the Huron 
Tract and in 1827 founded Goderich. 
Tiger Dunlop is entombed high on a 
ridge site on the north bank of the 
Maitland River. The tomb overlooks 
the valley, the harbour, and the town 
of Goderich.) 

The Association adopted a five 
phase plan. Phase I objective was to 
save the bridge from demolition. 
Phase II required securing the access 
rights to the bridge and to the aban- 
doned rail beds on both the north and 
the south banks of the river valley. 
Phase III involved a fund raising cam- 
paign to raise money for the construc- 
tion of a deck and guard system over 
the existing bridge, and the construc- 
tion of an access to the bridge from 
North Harbour Road. Phase IV sought 
to connect the north end of the bridge 
to the Tiger Dunlop Tomb by a path 
along the existing rail bed. Phase V 
concluded with the ultimate objective 
of integrating the bridge and its path- 
way into the Goderich Waterfront 
Master Plan as an extension to the rec- 
reation boardwalk. 

By late summer 1990 the next 
$13,000 was raised through private do- 



nations and with the repeated support 
of the service clubs. The Association 
now owned the demolition rights to 
the bridge. Objective I realized. 

The Peterson government of the late 
1980s launched an Inter-Ministerial 
Committee to study the potential of 
abandoned rail lines in Ontario. The 
report submitted to the Cabinet rec- 
ommended the Goderich to Guelph 
line be acquired by the government 
for future use. It is our understanding 
that the current provincial govern- 
ment is continuing to negotiate with 
CPR for the purchase of the entire line. 
We await some solid evidence to that 
affect. 

In the meantime, the Province did 
sign off its interest in any rail lands 
within Town limits. Funding restraints 
dictated that the Association could 
only purchase the two parcels which 
were the most important to our objec- 
tives. The value of the land acquisition 
was $8,600. The Association took pos- 
session January 1992. Objective II real- 
ized. 

The concerted fund raising cam- 
paign was launched April 1992. Dona- 
tions of $20 would be recognized by a 
fourteen letter inscription in a 2"x6" 
plank in the boardwalk. A donation of 
$100 would warrant a two line inscrip- 
tion in a plaque mounted in a railing 
section. Donations of $500 plus would 
be acknowledged on a cast plaque lo- 
cated on a very large rock at the en- 
trance to the trail. An estimated 1400 
planks and 240 rail sections were 
available. The response to date has 
been overwhelming - over 1200 planks 
have been engraved with the names of 
donors, and 180 railing plaques have 
been ordered. The dollar value of do- 
nations from this fundraiser and from 
all other sources exceeds $87,000! 

In preparation for the reconstruction 
project the Association applied for a 
Provincial Ministry of Tourism and 
Recreation (MTR) capital grant. Pur- 
chase of lands and the construction of 
the trail and the pedestrian walkway 
qualify for l/3rd funding. Application 
for this grant was made in the fall of 
1991. 

Separate tenders were requested in 
February for the supply of materials 
and for the construction of the bridge 
walkway. The costs related to con- 
tracting out the installation of the 
walkway were found to be prohibi- 



tive. The Association decided to un- 
dertake the construction partly on a 
contract basis and partly on a volun- 
teer basis. Separate contracts were 
awarded for the off-site prefabrication 
of the railing sections, for the prefabri- 
cation of the structural steel brackets, 
and for the supply of approximately 
$24,000 worth of lumber. 

Installation of the railings and deck- 
ing on the bridge commenced mid- 
May 1992. All of the on site work was 
done by volunteer labour. In less than 
six weeks the bridge was completed. 
This momentous occasion was cele- 
brated with a "last spike" ceremony at 
which Lieutenant General H.R. Jack- 
man drove in the last spike in the cere- 
monial last plank. Since the time the 
bridge became safe and passable, hun- 
dred of people have experienced the 
thrill of walking 75 feet above the 
Maitland River and enjoying the beau- 
tiful views. 

The bridge was officially opened 
July 1, 1992 as part of Goderich's Can- 
ada Day 125 Celebrations. Approxi- 
mately two hundred enthusiasts gath- 
ered at the old CPR station house on 
the waterfront and partook in the in- 
augural walk along the Tiger Dunlop 
Heritage Trail and across the Menese- 
tung Bridge. A ribbon cutting ceremo- 
ny attended by several dignitaries was 
performed at the south end of the 
bridge. Oh yes, Paul Klopp MPP an- 
nounced during the ceremonies that 
the Association's grant application has 
been approved for some $40,000. 

By the end of the summer the hard 
packed gravel pathway up to the 
bridge, the boardwalk across the 
bridge and several tributary foot paths 
had been completed. The value of con- 
struction materials, donated services, 
and volunteer labour for the complet- 
ed project has totalled closed to 
$120,000. 1992 was a year that sur- 
passed all expectations, and concluded 
Phase III of the masterplan. A dramat- 
ic turn-around for an old bridge in just 
three years. 

The outcome of the Province's nego- 
tiation with CPR for the rail lands to 
the north of the bridge remains uncer- 
tain. So a report on Phase IV and V 
will have to wait for a later date. 

Menesetung is the Atta Wandron In- 
dian name for the Maitland River. In- 
terpretations for the word include 
"where the river meets the big water" 
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and "laughing water". In the early 
years of the rail line, a station house 
known as Menesetung Station was lo- 
cated on the north bank. 

Allan Arvis 

Godcrich Architect and 

Treasurer of the Menesetung Bridge 

Association 



Evergreen Lodge 

THE JOSEPH THOMAS HOUSE 1835, 
1026 COLBORNE STREET, 
BRANTFORD (CAINSVILLE), ONTARIO 

SUMMARY 

The Joseph Thomas House, enlarged 
and converted to apartments now 
known as Evergreen Lodge, was the 
subject of a visit and brief examination 
on 18th September 1992 to assess its 
possible preservation. 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSESSMENT 

The building is connected with mem- 
bers of one of the earliest failies to set- 
tle in the area and who had links with 
the beginning of settlement and devel- 
opment in the vicinity. It would ap- 
pear that the village of Cayuga 
Heights, later Cainsville, developed 
round about the original farm lot 
which appears to have had the first 
house built in the neighbourhood. 

Outlines noted in a contract and ap- 
pended description dated 1835 be- 
tween Joseph Thomas and Wm. Ab- 
bott would appear to refer closely to 
this house, establishing its construc- 
tion date corroborated by the style of 
trim used. 

This house is an unusual dwelling, 
however, not subscribing to the tradi- 
tional centre or side hall plans current 
at the time. With its cross hall, side en- 
trance and T-shaped plan it is a very 
particular design. Couple this with the 
calibre of detail, the fascinating hierar- 
chy of trim spelling out the functions 
of rooms and the survival of so much 
of the original, this becomes a candi- 
date for designation under Part 4 of 
the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Although its immediate setting may 
now be unremarkable it would seem 



appropriate to try to preserve it on its 
original property and to ensure that it 
continues as a focal point and to enjoy 
its prospect of the Grand. As a centre- 
piece to the proposed development it 
would offer a unique opportunity to 
create a special project and an excep- 
tional example. 

SITE AND SETTING 

The house occupies a more or less lev- 
el site set back on the north side of 
Colborne Street (Highways 2 and 53) 
to face south overlooking the Grand 
River valley. It is located in the front 
west quarter of an L-shaped lot of 
some four and a half acres having a 
frontage of some 250 feet, a depth of 
about 600 feet. 

Some well grown spruce trees adorn 
the lot and the remains of an orchard 
occupy the east section. A gable- 
roofed storey-and-a-half frame shed 
stands close to the lot line behind the 
house, this structure once was a pea- 
nut butter factory (1914-1942) and is 
now a storage building. Otherwise the 
site is unremarkable. 



wing and dormers inserted in the roof 
for the upstairs apartment. Later sid- 
ing of cement-asbestos shingles has 
been applied over wood cladding. 
Chimneys have been rebuilt, the east 
one removed entirely. A corner win- 
dow now occurs in the front of the 
west wing and a later porch shelters 
the side entrance. 

The original house, a T-shaped 
block with broad stem and shallower 
bar across the back, still has original 
windows of twelve-over-twelve panes 
(10" x 14" glass to front section, 8" x 10" 
glass to rear), and fixed louvred shut- 
ters to the front. Moreover the side en- 
trance doorcase is still largely intact 
and resotration of missing detail 
would be relatively simple. This 
hipped roof structure resembles a ram- 
bling Regency cottage in effect. The or- 
ganization of the plan resulting in a 
side entrance is unusual but permitted 
additional front exposure to best Bed- 
room and Kitchen in the side wings. 

INTERIOR 

Internal arrangements resulting from 




1026 Colborne St. E., Brantford. 

The front door is a later alteration. Note the 1^12 windows. 

Michael Keefe 



EXTERIOR 

Although the building has been much 
extended and somewhat altered inside 
and out over the years and has been 
converted into apartments, the origi- 
nal house is still readily discernible 
and changes can be recognized easily. 
There is considerable original detail 
surviving both externally and internal- 

Later extensions include the front 
vestibule, east sunroom, lean-to be- 
hind the west wing, two-storey rear 



the cross hall separated into Entrance 
Hall or Vestibule and Back Hall make 
for an interesting and unfamiliar lay- 
out, the principal reception rooms of 
Best Parlour (Drawing Room) and 
Dining Parlour (Dining Room) occu- 
pying the front of the house with the 
best prospect, the Bedrooms across the 
back, the Kitchen at the east end. The 
use of rooms is still clearly indicated 
by the hierarchy of trim, the most elab- 
orate, a pilastered form with corner 
blocks and including the most notable 
mantel, a design with bold colonettes, 



11 



signifies the Best Parlour, the south- 
west room in the front section. The 
next most elaborate, with fillet/cove/ 
bed/fillet backmould, and like the 
Best Parlour with panelled reveals and 
spandrels to windows, is the Dining 
Parlour adjacent in the south-east cor- 
ner, but here the mantel, described as 
columned, and fireplace are missing 
and the room has been reduced in size 
to accommodate apartment bathroom 
and storeroom. 

Three Bedrooms occur across the 
back, the Best Bedroom in the north- 
west corner having the third most 
elaborate trim with a fillet/ cove/fillet 
backmould and a pilastered mantel 
heralding the Greek Revival. The 
Halls have the fourth devolution of 
trim. The Best Bedroom reached from 
the Entrance Hall has been somewhat 
modified by later changes and access 
to new additions and reworking of the 
entrance to the Bedroom alongside, 
formerly opening off the Entrance Hall 
through the cupboard to the north of 
the fireplace. This latter Bedroom, that 
alongside (in the neighbouring apart- 
ment) and Kitchen in the east wing 
have the fifth devolution of trim with 
fillet/ ovolo/ fillet backmould, the ovo- 
lo somewhat flattened and approach- 
ing the straighter angularity of the 
Greek Revival most popular in the 
1840s and 1850s. 

The Kitchen originally had a long 
narrow room alongside it to the west, 
a room which may have been the 
Clothes Press noted in the description 
but which might also have served 
equally well as a Pantry or Slip Room 
i.e., a small Bedchamber for a servant. 
But this area has been changed by re- 
moving the kitchen chimney and en- 
larging the space for the apartment 
kitchen. 

Ceiling cornices and moulded bands 
occur in both halls and the Best Par- 
lour, but an acoustic tile ceiling hides 
any decoration in the reduced Dining 
Parlour now serving as a bedroom to 
the apartment. More recent changes 
include also 1930s bevelled glass doors 
to entrance and archway in the hall 
and the corner window in the Best 
Bedroom which does use an old upper 
sash. More recent decoration, in what 
appears to be a low relief stucco paint, 
has created friezes and panelling to 
halls and the former Best Parlour. 
Floor coverings are largely modern, 



but from below much of the original 
floor planking can be seen. 

Upstairs the detail is all modern and 
the creation of an apartment in the 
roof space resulted in the removal of 
some of the cross timbers tying the 
tops of walls. The entrance necessitat- 
ed the addition of the small gable- 
roofed vestibule to the front and a 
stair occupying a cupboard opening 
off the former Dining Parlour. 

OTHER ASPECTS 

The original house had cellars under 
the wings only, a crawlspace between. 
Part of the latter adjacent to the east 
cellar has been excavated later to 
house the hot water heating units 
which supply modern cast iron radia- 
tion. The cellars and crawlspaces are 
very damp with inadequate cross ven- 
tilation. 

Other services were not examined in 
detail, these being realted to the apart- 
ment coversion and not thought 
adaptable in considering future treat- 
ment of the building. 

STRUCTURE 

The structure is an immensely massive 
timber form with amazingly thick out- 
er walls. Framing includes hewn main 
members, mostly 12" x 12" with 
straight-sawn secondary members 
such as joists and rafters. The original 
floor framing seems to cater to the lay- 
out above, with main beams support- 
ing partitions in the eighteenth centu- 
ry manner, like the Fairfield White 
House of 1793 near Kingston. 

However the wall structure could 
not be examined in detail at this time. 
The roof was inspected in two loca- 
tions and apart from the removal of tie 
beams was generally in very good or- 
der, the roof deck tightly boarded. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION 

Normal maintenance is needed exter- 
nally and some conservation of surviv- 
ing original joinery. The building has 
an asphalt shingle roof, its remaining 
life not assessed. Cedar-grained asbes- 
tos shingles have been applied over 
strapping to exterior walls, the origi- 
nal wood cladding underneath still ap- 
pearing in good condition, but where 
revealed, in need of paint. 



Because of the damp conditions in 
underfloor areas there are various inci- 
dences of minor decay and brown rot, 
but nothing to create undue alarm or 
condemn the building on structural 
grounds. However, certain reinforce- 
ment and repair are obviously neces- 
sary and, should the building be con- 
sidered for moving precautions must 
be taken to strengthen weak areas and 
re-establish cross ties where necessary, 
as in roof spaces. 

The later additions were not exam- 
ined structurally as these appendages 
ere not considered as contributory; 
their removal to be recommended. 

IN CONCLUSION 

The Joseph Thomas House of 1835 is a 
remarkable and unusual house with a 
complement of fine exterior and interi- 
or detail. The building is worthy of 
designation under Part 4 of the Onta- 
rio Heritage Act on architectural merit 
alone and in addition has important 
historical connections to the area. The 
ultimate restoration of the original 
house seems eminently practicable, es- 
pecially considering the removal of 
the later additions and alterations. 

Although the immediate setting of 
the house might be though unremark- 
able its siting back from the road is at- 
tractive. Relocation of the building 
within the property, even further 
back, is a good possibility, but its pros- 
pect of the Grand River valley should 
be maintained and the focal view of it 
preserved. In the words of Sir Lancelot 
Brown the proposed development cer- 
tainly has capabilities, not the least of 
which is the conservation of the Jo- 
seph Thomas House as its centrepiece, 
a heritage building which modestly 
expresses itself with Commodity, 
Firmness and Delight. 

This report is reprinted with the per- 
missin of the Brantford Heritage Com- 
mittee (LACAC), Anne Westaway, 
Chairman. 

Peter John Stokes 
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Advisory Board 
Report 

William Greer, chairman of the Advi- 
sory Board reports that several re- 
quests have come to the Board. They 
are from: 

• The Parkdale Area in Toronto 

• Ajax LACAC re the moving of the 
Arnold House 

• A request for an assessment of all 
buildings at the Pioneer Village in 
Port Perry 

• Christ Church, Anglican, in 
Vittoria. 

A selection of these reports will ap- 
pear in a future ACORN. 

Shutters: The 
Cosmetic Variety 
and the Real 
McCoy 

Do those too narrow, too wide, too 
short or too long decorative shutters 
made by the million to paste on to the 
faces of buldings as decorative im- 
porvements drive you out of your 
mind? Such cosmetic shutters we find 
extremely irritating. Most are usually 
so poorly designed that they are pure- 
ly pastiche and not always decorative. 
A shutter must be half the opening of 
the window at the inside frame line at 
the edge of the sash and height to fit 
the opening in the same plane be- 
tween the underside of head and top 
of subsill or sill, if a subsill is not 
present. Preferably shutters should be 
hung from the frame on the appropri- 
ate hardware. Slight wear or looseness 
of such hinges, particularly cast pat- 
terns, usually makes the shutter splay 
out slightly at the top when open 
against the wall. If louvred, the louv- 
res fixed, the openings slant down and 
into the wall when open so that when 
closed across the opening the louvres 
slant down and outwards as weather 
protection. Early shutters of the fixed 
louvre pattern were often referred to 



as "blinds" and in some cases as Vene- 
tian blinds, to be confused with the 
more common interior retractable va- 
riety also with an early precedent. 

Pannelled shutters were met in 
some early houses and on simpler 
structures plank shutters with cleats 
across the back were an alternative. 
But the more common louvred type, 
which provided both protection from 
the sun and at the same time permit- 
ted ventilation soon underwent a 
gradual transformation in the early 
nineteenth century allowing a greater 
adjustment and control. In the early 
1830s we find the shutters of the Blue- 
stone House (1834) in Port Hope with 
the bottom panel having vertical louv- 
res operated by a horizontal rod, the 
upper panels having fixed horizontal 
louvres. About 1840 in the Gardner/ 
Dunton House in Britannia School 
Farm on Hurontario Street (Highway 
10), the lower panel of horizontal louv- 
res was movable, operated by a verti- 
cal rod, the upper panel louvres fixed. 
By the mid-nineteenth century, and 
continued later, both panels of hori- 
zontal louvres could be operated to 
open and close by a vertical rod. When 
such shutters are in the open position 
the operating rod shows, when closed 
only louvres are seen. 

The only other details to remember, 
besides proper jointing, usually in- 
volving full mortises, tenons and pins, 
is that, in the fixed louvre type, the 
louvres are slotted into the stiles or 
vertical side pieces and secured in 
place by a small mould, often a small 




Charles Parker's Patent Blind Hinge and 
of American Hardware of the Russell an 

Peter John Stokes 



scale astragal, a fillet and bead or fil- 
let/ bead/ fillet form. The slighly heav- 
ier centre rail usually corresponds 
with the meeting rail of the sash be- 
hind or is roughly centred, the lower 
rail slightly heavier than the stiles and 
top rail, usually of roughly equal 
width. The centre meeting rail of the 
pair usually is a half-lap configuration 
perhaps 3/8" to 1/2" wide with a bead 
down the outer edge of the overlap- 
ping section. 

Shutter hardware may vary from 
the early wrought strap and pintle va- 
riety to plain cast iron butts (on frame 
buildings where window frames are 
not deeply recessed in openings) and 
cast iron parliament types with a nar- 
rower shant with hingle knuckle inte- 
gral and a broader butt fastened to 
shutter and frame rabbet. These, when 
open, have an H shape. Such strap, 
butt and parliament hinges always re- 
quired a holdback secured to the wall 
to keep the shutter open and hooks 
and eyes, or similar devices for fasten- 
ing the shutters closed at the sill. 
Holdbacks can be of various designs, 
the S shape being most common, the 
lower section always slightly heavier 
to keep the holdback vertical. A vari- 
ant is a butterfly shape performing 
similarly. The Gardner/ Dunton house 
mentioned earlier had a special pat- 
tern with a wide flap with a square- 
holed end which, slid over the round- 
ed end of its shank bent as a right an- 
gle to the wall, could be rotated and 
let down to let the shutter pass over it, 
then, moved along to the square sec- 




astening. From the Illustrated catalogue 
Erwin Mfg. Co. 1865 
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Sketches by Peter John Stokes 
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tion of the inner end close to the b end 
could be turned up and so locked to 
retain the shutter in place. Replicas, 
comprising right and left-handed ver- 
sion, were wrought recently by 
George York of RR4 Sebringville. 

Various designs of self-locking hing- 
es were patented over the years, two 
showing up in the 1865 Russell and Er- 
win Catalogue as the Parker and 
Palmer patents. The former was an 
open knuckled design which could be 
lifted slightly and swung, then let 
down, the projecting knuckle fitting 
into a corresponding hole to hold it in 
place. The Palmer patent was even 
more elaborate and comprised no few- 
er than ten separate cast iron pieces to 
make a full set of hardware for a pair 
of shutters. The action relied on a 
three-piece lower hinge having a cam 
action activated by a small tapered ro- 
tating arm which when turned pushed 
the shutter up and unlocked it, thus al- 
lowing it to be opened and subse- 
quently let down again by turning the 
arm back. Later more elaborate cast- 
ings with notched configuration pe- 
formed similarly. ♦ 




Cast Iron Shutters hinges, self-holding. 
From the 1988 Ball & Ball catalogue. 
Peter John Stokes 

One last note on shutters concerns 
colour. The tradition was a very dark 
green, almost black, usually made 
from an admixture of chrome green 
and black, one part green to up to 
three parts black, as you may deem 
appropriate. One reason given for the 
dark colour, and a very sensible one 
too, is that when closed the opening 
still looks, with its dark panel, some- 
what like a window. Any lighter col- 
our tended to blend with the wall, par- 
ticularly on a light-painted frame 
house. It is always disturbing to the 
purist, like this one, to see white shut- 
ters on a brick or stone house especial- 



ly, for the shutters look awkward and 
disturbingly modern as if they were 
attracting attention to themselves on 
behalf of the owner able to afford 
them. 

And of course, shutters when opera- 
ble, are immensely practical, for when 
closed they serve as natural air- 
conditioner, the ultimate enery- 
conserver, keeping the hot sun off the 
glass and out of the interior while per- 
mitting ventilation. Try it some time - 
you may increase your comfort natu- 
rally, and, incidentally, bring your bill 
for energy down. So restoration can 
become conservation too. 

Oh! if you can no longer hang your 
"real" shutters properly, or cannot ob- 
tain the right hardware then at least 
make the best stab at fastening them 
appropriately to resemble the true re- 
placement. In other words the inner 
line of the shutter should correspond 
with the inside line of the frame. And 
if you have shutters that are supposed 
to fit a curve-topped or pointed open- 
ing, when open the hgher edge must 
be on the outside: how often this is for- 
gotten! 

Incidentally what prompted this 
whole discussion, we hope it is not 
construed as a tirade, was a circulation 
to our LAC AC of the latest (May /June 
1992) issue of Historic Preservation, 
the magazine of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation in the U.S. The 
cover picture highlighted an article in- 
side entitled Their Town, the new 
planned communities of Andres Dua- 
ny and Elizabeth Play ter-Zy berk seek 
inspiration from the past, by Anne 
Elizabeth Powell. The photograph of 
the pair standing in front of one of 
their buildings, illustrates just what 
we have been talking about and em- 
phasizes the comment of a well- 
known Toronto architect of old, whose 
firm was noted mainly for neo- 
classical designs translated into a 
more modern idiom, namely, that if 
you are going to copy you should 
know what to copy. And, we add, 
how to copy it. For the traditional de- 
sign shown on that cover shows shut- 
ters which are too large and are incor- 
rectly placed. Just a reminder to our 
more experienced friends to the south 
that we may be smaller and more dis- 
persed, but we too are watching. 

Peter John Stokes 



Around and About 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

Rampant change continues in "Niaga- 
ra-on-the-Take". Despite LACAC's 
best efforts and a Heritage Conserva- 
tion District covering the commercial 
core, entrepreneurs and out-of-town 
developers never fail to explore all 
loopholes to their own benefit. Out of 
date concepts locked in by the usual 
wretchedly inadequate by-law provi- 
sions written for the general case rath- 
er than this very specific example al- 
low, almost to conspire, to encourage 
its erosion by permitting too great cov- 
erage and insisting on parking provi- 
sions likely to result in the paving 
over of the green space vital in the in- 
teriors of blocks. Similar difficulties 
leading to overbuilding are allowed in 
residential areas too. 

A new Official Plan awaits final ap- 
proval. Meanwhile authorities vacil- 
late between new and old, the zoning 
remaining woefully out of date and 
hopelessly ill-defined favouring com- 
mercialism creeping down side streets 
into historic residential areas, often 
jeopardizing older buildings and 
streetscapes. Merchants pop up signs 
regardless of the need for prior ap- 
proval: now a crack-down is anticipat- 
ed. One establishment recently seek- 
ing yet another new sign was 
confronted with the fact that the build- 
ing already had no fewer than thirteen 
signs! Such cases of overkills are too 
numerous to bear, and too few in the 
commerical area seem to care. 

To cap it all and despite very well 
expressed protest from merchants, pri- 
vate citizens and LACAC alike, the 
Town Council decided that it will in- 
stall parking meters on Queen Street 
in the Heritage Conservation District. 
Then trying to set the stage right with 
its own coup de theatre the Lord Mayor 
and Council have set about a survey of 
citizens' notions of past performance 
and future role. There may be some 
unparliamentary responses on that 
one. 

In spite of all these concerns Niaga- 
ra-on-the- Lake's Citizens Committee 
for Ontario's Heritage Years has pro- 
duced this year some excellent pro- 
grams, the re-enactment of Lt. Govern- 
or John Graves Simcoe's landing in 
1792 being one to remember. 
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PORTCOLBORNE 

The City of Port Colborne recently ap- 
peared before the Conservation Re- 
view Board to explain its designation 
of "Roselawn", a fine white brick ex- 
pression of the late Italianate, Second 
Empire hybrid, possibly an earlier 
building originally than its late 1870s 
design suggests. Its bracketed eaves, 
bays, mansards and extraordinary 
tower certainly make it a landmark de- 
spite modern additions to favour the 
Port Colborne Club, no longer in oper- 
ation, but still objecting, totally. The 
designation includes not only the old- 
er house, significant historically and 
architecturally, but also its landscaped 
grounds providing a notable estate 
setting. 

The "jury" is still out on that one. 
We shall keep you posted, with pic- 
tures, next time. 

Peter John Stokes 

A Tribute to 
Helen Hutchison 

It is with some sadness that we tell 
you that a great worker towards the 
conservation of our heritage, Helen 
Hutchison of Napanee, died last sum- 
mer leaving her husband Norman 
Hutchison and sons David and James 
and their families. What she left be- 
hind for so many others to enjoy are 
the countless memories of her endea- 
vours, her writings and her many 
friendhsips, that seemibgly indefatiga- 
ble spirit that carried her and the tasks 
she undertook through thick and thin. 
Helen always set an example and nev- 
er failed to encourage people to follow 
her sooner or later. Though deter- 
mined she was patient and never was 
she easily put off the track once she 
was on it, and heaven help those who 
impeded her single-minded purpose. 

Trained as a teacher, she married 
Norman Hutchison who taught for 
many years at Napanee Collegiate In- 
stitute, and brought up her two sons, 
one David who became a teacher him- 
self, and Jamie who took on the equal- 
ly onerous vocation of a doctor. She 
was modest, caring, convivial and en- 
ergetic counting many successful pro- 
jects to her and others' credits like the 



new Lennox and Addington County 
Museum in the old Gaol and, of 
course, the saving and restoration of 
the Allan Macpherson House in Na- 
panee, now open as an historic display 
run by the Lennox and Addington 
Historical Society. 

After bringing up her family Helen 
went back to "school", including a stint 
at the Royal Ontario Museum in muse- 
ology, becoming involved with arte- 
fact conservation and reading and re- 
searching local history. She wrote 
about the fascinating history of a local 
struggle for supremacy on the Napan- 
ee River in the power play over mill- 
sites in that watershed in a paper enti- 
tled "From Fifth Lake to the Falls: 100 
Years o/Waterpower Problems and Perils 
on the Napanee River 11 . Lennox and Ad- 
dington Historical Society Papers, Vol. 
15, 1976. The Hutchisons lived in an 
attractive small neo-Qassical vernacu- 
lar house of the mid-nineteenth centu- 
ry on West Street in Napanee where 
the kitchen-study was fitted out from 
end to end with cupboards and draw- 
ers, all filled with neatly filed equip- 
ment and papers ready for the day's 
work: she kept her good ship in trim 
shape and her sailors always at the 
ready. It was a happy place, a feeling 
of fulfilment greeted you at the door. 

Helen's roots went back to Hugue- 
not stock, her maiden name was Hon- 
ey. Helen Hutchison was working on 
the history of the Macpherson family 
when she died, a project which is to be 
completed. 

Should you wish to contribute in 
her memory please send your dona- 
tion to the Lennox and Addington 
Historical Society Foundation Fund, 
which helps endow the maintenance 
of the Allan Macpherson House in Na- 
panee, c/o Mr. Werk Poole, Treasurer, 
202 Bridge Street West, Napanee, On- 
tario K7R 2E6. 

Peter John Stokes 



Our Thanks 



The council of the Architectural Con- 
servancy of Ontario thanks everyone 
who responded to the appeal for 
funds to finish the interior of the Skin- 
ner/Jackson house in Camden East. 
When this issue went to press, over 
$1,400 had been received. Donors in- 
clude: 

Mr. Alan Beck 

Mrs. Julia Beck 

Mrs. Netta Brandon 

Mr. Ralph Cunningham 

Ms. Debra Farrell 

Mrs. Walter Gordon 

Dr. Murray Hoover 

Mrs. Ruby Judge 

London Region Branch 

North Waterloo Region Branch 

Mr. John Therriault 

Mr. Roy Turner 

Donations are still being received. 



The financial support of the 
Ontario Ministry of Culture and 
Communications, the Honourable 
Karen Haslam, Minister, is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
by Woolner Press, 
Kitchener, Ontario 
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Early Architecture of the Town and Township of Niagara 



Those of you who missed our Limited Edition (500 Copies) 1967 
Early Architecture of the Town and Township of Niagara - 
now a collector's item, may care to look at the new "Student Edition". 

This is a definitive volume on the Georgian, Greek Revival, or Neo-Classical 
architecture of buildings in the town and township of Niagara. This 
comprehensive survey of early buildings was undertaken by 
Peter Stokes, Restoration Architect, 
in conjunction with the National Inventory of Buildings. 

The Price Per Copy is: 
$50.00 each plus $6.50 postage 



Specify: 
STUDENT EDITION 

"Early Architecture of the Town and Township of Niagara" 

Send your name and address, with a cheque 
payable to the Niagara Foundation 
to: 



The Niagara Foundation 
Box 790 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada 
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If not Delivered Please Return 
to: 

The Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5C1J3 




ISSN 0704-0083 



